ACRONYMS

For more acronyms, see

http://www.fema.gov/emergency/index.shtm -Under “Resources” at the end of the page – FEMA Acronyms, Abbreviations and Terms

	Acronym
	Spelled Out
	Comments

	AAR
	After Action Report
	

	Administration/Finance
	
	The ICS organizational element that is responsible for procurement, financial management, time keeping and cost accounting for response-related expenses.

	AED
	Automatic Electronic Defibrillator
	An electronic device that is used to analyze and re-establish heart rhythm with measured electric shock following a heart attack.

	AIRS
	Alliance of Information and Referral Systems 
	The national organization that sets standards for and accredits Information and Referral provider organizations.

	ALS
	Advance Life Support
	A classification for medical technicians

	ARC
	American Red Cross
	

	ASR
	Agency Status Report 
	The form used to document the condition and capabilities of a service provider during emergencies.

	ATWC
	Alaska Tsunami Warning Center 
	The center that monitors the Pacific rim and issues Tsunami alerts, watches and warnings for the West Coast of the United States, including the San Diego region.

	BLS
	Basic Life Support
	A classification for medical technicians

	BOS
	Board of Supervisors
	Highest elected body in the county

	CAHAN
	California Health Alert Network
	A state system to alert participants of critical medical information by e-mail, telephone and other means

	CAIRS
	California Alliance of Information and Referral Services
	 The state level AIRS organization.

	CAPS
	Community Access Phone System
	A program operated by San Diego Police Department to provide information and crisis referrals during emergencies to residents of the City of San Diego.

	CCC
	California Citizen’s Corps
	An umbrella organization for volunteer organizations in California.

	CDAA
	California Disaster Assistance Act 
	A State of California Act that authorizes state financial assistance, usually to local jurisdictions, for damages resulting from a disaster declared by the Governor.  Assistance under CDAA frequently can reimburse those portions of disaster-related costs not reimbursed by the federal government for qualifying disasters.

	CDC
	Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
	A federal operating agency of DHHS that leads the federal responses to outbreaks of infections disease, manages research into diseases and implements prevention programs.  

	COOP
	Continuity Of OPerations
	Program of actions to ensure an organization can continue to function under disaster conditions 

	CRI
	Cities Readiness Initiative
	A federal program to prepare selected cities for communicable infectious disease outbreaks or bioterrorism events

	DHS
	Department of Homeland Security
	

	DHS
	Department of Homeland Security 
	The federal organization with purview over NIMS and disaster management.

	DOC
	Department Operations Center
	A department-level EOC

	EMAN
	Emergency Medical Alert Network
	A County extension of the state CAHAN  system to alert participants of critical medical information by e-mail, telephone and other means

	EMS
	Emergency Medical Service
	The standards and licensing organization that assures the quality of ambulance service in the county

	EOC
	Emergency Operations Center
	A protected space with good communications where decision makers can coordinate and make decisions under emergency conditions

	EOP
	Emergency Operations Plan
	A written plan on how an entity will respond to an emergency

	ESF
	Emergency Support Function –
	A federal designation of a functional area.  The NRP recognizes 15 ESF.  For example, ESF1 is transportation and the lead federal agency is the Department of Transportation.

	E-Team
	
	A software system accessible to authorized users through the OES website that is used for command, control and information sharing within the EOC and among remote users during emergencies and disasters.

	FAS
	First Aid Station
	

	FBI
	Federal Bureau of Investigation
	

	FEMA
	Federal Emergency Management Agency
	An agency within DHS.  FEMA is the coordinating agency for federal response and resources in a disaster

	FRP
	Federal Response Plan
	The EOP for the federal government

	FTS
	Field Treatment Site
	An ad hoc temporary site where initial medical treatment and triage is provided 

	GIS
	Geographic Information System 
	A map-based, spatial database and method of depicting information with geographical relationships.

	GPS
	Global Positioning System 
	A system of satellites that can provide precise locations on the surface of the earth to devices (radio receivers) capable of receiving the signals.  Frequently combined with GIS systems to provide directions from a known location to another location.

	HACOT
	Health Advisory Committee On Threats
	A working body of representatives from the emergency/public health/medical communities who consider threats and responses

	HHSA
	Health and Human Services Agency
	

	HRSA
	Health Resources and Services Agency
	A federal agency within DHHS that oversees hospital patient care and provides resources to improve medical care

	ICP
	Incident Command Post 
	The location where field emergency operations are controlled.  The Incident Commander is usually located at the ICP.

	ICS
	Incident Command System 
	A component of NIMS and SEMS.  A system of modular organization, common language, common position titles, resource typing and personnel qualifications adopted as a standard system for responding to emergencies.

	IFG
	Individual and Family Grant 
	A program under the Stafford Act that provides financial assistance to qualifying victims of a federally declared disaster or emergency.

	JIC
	Joint Information Center
	Location where PIOS exchange information and interface with the media to provide official information

	JIC
	Joint Information Center 
	A central clearing house for emergency-related information.  The initial location of the JIC is within the SDOA EOC

	JPA
	Joint Powers Agreement 
	A mechanism for jurisdictions to join together and set common policies and procedures for all member jurisdictions.

	LAC
	Local Assistance Center 
	A “one stop” center established following a disaster where victims can go to access recovery assistance programs offered by the federal, state, county and other local jurisdictions.

	Logistics Section
	
	The ICS organizational element that is responsible for communications support, supplies, and facilities involved in a response.

	Mass Care
	
	A disaster response function assigned to the ARC that includes feeding and sheltering disaster victims.

	MMRS


	Metropolitan Medical Response System 
	A federal program that provides financial grants to selected metropolitan areas, such as San Diego, to procure and maintain caches of medical supplies and 

equipment for immediate use in a mass casualty situation.

	MOA
	Memorandum of Agreement
	A signed agreement between agencies or other bodies to provide support or services.  An informal contract 

	MOA
	Memorandum of Agreement 
	A mechanism to define relations between two or more different organizations.

	MOU
	Memorandum of Understanding 
	A mechanism to define relations (may be binding or non-binding) between two or more different organizations.



	MRC
	Medical Reserve Corps
	A program to identify, train and make medical professionals available in the event of a disaster

	NIMS
	National Incident Management System
	The federally mandated system that the federal, state, and local levels of government are required to use to respond to catastrophic disasters.

	NIMS
	National Incident Management System 
	A national system defining how federal, state and local jurisdictions will respond to incidents of national significance or Stafford Act disasters.  NIMS includes and mandates the use of ICS for all field response operations.



	NRP
	National Response Plan 
	Defines how the federal government will respond to emergencies and disasters, including terrorism within the NIMS.

	OA
	Operational Area
	Mandated under state law.  It is a component of SEMS.  Each county and all of its included cities and special jurisdictions act as a single unit to respond to disasters

	OA
	Operational Area 
	A term that is based in California Statutes and refers to a county, all of the incorporated cities within the county and all special districts within the county.

	OES
	Office of Emergency Services
	The emergency management agency for most Counties and the State

	Operations Section
	
	The ICS organizational element that is responsible for conducting current operations.

	PA
	Public Assistance 
	A program under the Stafford Act that provides federal financial assistance to state and local jurisdictions and qualifying private non-profit organizations that suffered damage as a direct result of a qualifying disaster when the PA program has been authorized.  

	Paramedic
	
	A Medical Technician who is trained and equipped to provide medical support beyond the ALS level

	PIO
	Public Information Officer
	A media relations specialist who may speak publicly representing his or her employer and prepares media releases 

	PL93-288
	Public Law 93-288, the Stafford Act
	The basis for federal financial and other assistance to state and local jurisdictions following qualifying disasters

	Plans Section
	
	The ICS organizational element that is responsible for planning future operations, tracking resource requirements and maintaining a current situation summary.  Intelligence (information) is frequently a part of the Plans Section.  Technical experts, such as weather forecasters are usually found in the plans section.

	POD
	Point Of Dispensing
	Where medication or vaccinations may be provided en masse in the event of certain public health emergencies or bioterrorism

	POD
	Point Of Dispensing
	During public health emergencies requiring distribution of medications or vaccinations  to the population, PODs will be established and distribution schedules published to the public.

	PPE
	Personal Protective Equipment
	Masks, oxygen and protective suits worn by personnel exposed to hazardous materials

	Presidential Declaration
	
	The formal designation of a disaster as an event qualifying for federal assistance under the Stafford Act.  Presidential Declarations can be for an “Emergency” or for a “Major Disaster”.



	RCS
	San Diego Regional Communications System 
	An multi-jurisdictional organization that defines standards and maintains a common tactical communications system to ensure communications interoperability between jurisdictions and services. 

	Reception Center
	
	A designated location where disaster victims are registered and assigned to a temporary shelter.

	Reverse 911
	
	A telephone alerting system operated by OES that can automatically send recorded warning messages to all listed telephones within a defined geographic area, or to a pre-defined list of phone numbers using multiple telephone lines.

	SBA
	Small Business Administration 
	A federal agency that provides low or no cost loans and some limited grants to qualifying individuals and small businesses that are victims of a federally declared disaster. 

	Scribe
	
	An important ICS position.  The incumbent records actions and important decisions, as they occur to relieve a key individual of the task.

	SDHHSA
	County of San Diego Health and Human Services Agency
	

	SDI VOAD
	San Diego and Imperial County VOAD
	

	SDIARC
	San Diego/Imperial Counties Chapter of the American Red Cross
	

	SDOA EOC
	San Diego Operational Area EOC
	The protected area where San Diego leaders coordinate responses to disasters

	SDOA EP
	San Diego Operational Area Emergency Plan
	The written plan describing how the county will respond to disasters

	SEMS
	Standardized Emergency Management System
	Based in California law.  It is a formal framework for response to disasters within California.  NIMS is essentially a nationalized version of SEMS

	SIT STAT
	Situation Status
	A recurring written report produced by the plans section of an ICS organization that describes the current situation

	SNS
	Strategic National Stockpile 
	A strategic stockpile of medications, medical equipment and supplies controlled by the federal government.  Parts of the stockpile are prepackaged and can be deployed rapidly (within 12 hours) to respond to disasters or public health emergencies.

	SO
	
	Sheriff’s Office

	Stafford Act
	
	Public Law 93-288 as amended.  The Stafford Act supersedes the Disaster Assistance Act of 1973 and authorizes response and recovery assistance programs provided by the federal government. 

	Tsunami
	
	A very long pulse destructive ocean wave caused by a vertical displacement of the ocean bottom or large underwater landslide.  Tsunamis can result from earthquakes and cause flooding up to several miles inland.  Locally generated Tsunami waves can strike land within just a few minutes, leaving little time for warning.    

	UDC
	Unified Disaster Council 
	The San Diego policy and priority setting body for emergency response and disaster preparedness.  The UDC is authorized by a joint powers agreement among the County and incorporated cities within the county.

	USA
	United States Army
	 when used in conjunction with a military unit

	USAF
	United States Air Force
	

	USCG
	United States Coast Guard 
	The federal lead agency for releases of oil and hazardous materials within and near navigable waterways.

	USMC
	United States Marine Corps
	

	USN
	United States Navy
	

	VOAD


	
	Volunteer Organizations Active in Disasters – A federally recognized umbrella organization for volunteer, faith-based, community-based and other organizations that offer disaster response and relief services.  The VOAD does not provide direct services; it organizes the organizations that do provide services.

The local organization is known as SDI VOAD – San Diego/Imperial County VOAD.

	VOIP
	Voice Over Internet Protocol 
	VOIP is a set of standards and procedures that support voice communication over a digital circuit, typically a broadband Internet connection.  The standards translate audible analog signals into a digital format that can be processed by a computer and sent via TCP/IP (TeleCommunications/Internet Protocol) protocols over a digital data line.  TCP/IP is the underlying common protocol that virtually all internet traffic; audible, graphic and text data is transmitted around the world using public switched networks.  

	Web EOC
	
	A software system accessible to authorized users through the OES website that is used for command, control and information sharing within the EOC and among remote users during emergencies and disasters.


