
NWAIRS Annual Membership Meeting 
Wednesday October 3rd 1pm 

 
This meeting was held at the SeaTac Hilton Conference Center, site of the NWAIRS 
Conference October 3-5th. 

 
In Attendance: Wanda Smith (President), Sarah Marshall (Vice-President), Laura Kuperstein 
(Treasurer), John Dutt (Secretary), Julie Johnson (Past-President), Pearl Bruno Bouchard, Susan 
Shepherd, Paul Iarrobino, Cynthia Nowowiejski, Corrie Blythe, Melissa Johnstone, Stephen Lam, 
Marina Nazaretyan, Dana Easterling, Jessica Giordano, Angel Jewell 
 
1. New Board Elections – John announced that we had 6 candidates brought forward for the 

board election and that all 6 were chosen to fill board seats!  There were a total of 16 
ballots submitted by members and there were no write in candidates.  Stephen Lam and 
Corrie Blythe were chosen to serve a second term.  Dana Easterling, Jessica Giordano, Angel 
Jewell and Renee Yandel will join the board as new board members.  Each of the new 
members spent a couple of minutes introducing themselves to the existing board.  We are 
very excited to welcome you all and look forward to working with you! 
 

2. Julie and Laura presented Wanda with a gift to thank her for her service as our 
most excellent Chair these past couple of years!   

 
3. Financial Report – Laura handed out a Board Finance Report and a Conference Financial 

Report.  Laura clarified for board members that NWAIRS will pay for one night of lodging 
and travel expenses for board members to attend our every other year NWAIRS conference.  
The Conference projections look good.  Our hotel expenses are much more than projected 
but our conference sponsorships are much higher than projected.  The conference 
sponsorships are about $16K vs. the $5K that was in the budget. The hotel expenses 
associated with the conference are estimated to be about $30K vs the $21K that we had 
budgeted.  With conference revenues and expenses taken into account we are looking at a 
year ending balance of about $28K, which is approximately what we started the year with. 
We have given out 26 scholarships for conference attendees, which is the most ever.  We 
have a total of 176 registered attendees (124 net attendees when you take away presenters 
and sponsors).  One ledger item of note is that membership dues are only at about $3K 
whereas the budget is for $6K.  Wanda stated that we should be close to the $6K by the 
end of the year since many members do not re-up until late in the year and around 
conference time. 


