
 

 

Northwest AIRS Board Meeting Notes 
Wednesday, October 4, 2016 

 
In Attendance: Corrie Blythe, Christina Marneris, Stephen Lamb, Renee Yandel, Paul Iarrobino, 
Pearl Bouchard, John Dutt, Mike Mullins, Emily Berndt 
  

Board Members Not In Attendance: Melody Coleman, Raquel Kuehne, Teresa Sanchez, Beth 
Jackson 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions  

 

II. Review of Minutes/John Dutt, Secretary – Minutes from 7/28/16 read 

and approved unanimously after motion by Renee and second by Paul. 

 

III. Financial Report/Stephen Lam, Treasurer – Stephen presented an 

update financial statement showing a current balance of almost $55K.  

Much of the Conference revenue has come in but not all and then we 

still need to pay the bulk of the Conference bills post event.  It appears 

as though the cost of the Conference will be just slightly more than the 

Conference related revenue from registrations and sponsorships.  This 

means that post Conference our balance should be at least $35K, which 

is what we were at mid-2016, which is great!  We had $4500 in 

Conference sponsorships this year and gave out a record 8 Conference 

scholarships this year.  Report approved unanimously after motion by 

Paul and second by John. 

 

IV. Affiliate Council Report/Corrie Blythe, out-going President – What had 

been monthly Affiliate Council meetings are now going to be held only 

quarterly.  Corrie shared that it is important for the President and check 

in and double check that they got you checked in on conference calls as 

it is mandatory that all affiliates attend these meetings. 

 

V. Nominating Committee/Election Results Report/John Dutt – The 

results of the Board election were announced and congrats to new 

board members Pearl Bouchard and Patt Kosier as well as existing board 

members Renee Yandel and Raquel Kuehne who were elected for 



 

 

another term.  The Board elected a new Executive Board at this meeting 

as well.  Christina Marneris was elected to a 2 year term as President, 

Emily Berndt to a 2 year term as Vice President, Pearl Bouchard to a 1 

year term as Secretary and Stephen Lam agreed to extend his term by 

one more year as Treasurer.  In October of 2017 we will need to elect 

the Secretary and Treasurer again.  Stephen will mentor Melody in this 

position over the next year in preparation for her to take over as 

Treasurer in 2017.    

 

VI. Membership Committee Report/Chair John Dutt – We had 

considerable conversation about recruitment of new board members as 

we have room for at least a couple more and need to try and get 

representation from a few important geographic/organization areas.  

We discussed how it would be nice to get another board member from 

the Seattle area and Emily stated she would reach out to both Win211 

and the Crisis Clinic in Seattle as they are large organizations that have 

participating on the NWAIRS board in the past.  Paul will reach out to 

Monica Sandgren at Multnomah County Aging and Disability Services as 

it would be great to have that organizations represented on the Board.  

The idea of having a second member We discussed promoting Board 

participation to Conference attendees during the event as well.   

At the next Board meeting in January it will be important for all board 

members to step up and fill rolls on the various Committees as many of 

them are now empty or only staffed with a single person with old board 

members stepping down.  John will update and distribute board 

member contact list as well as the committee lists. 

VII. Finance Committee Report/Chair Stephen Lam, Treasurer – Stephen 

did not have anything to report outside of his earlier presented financial 

report except to remind the board to get to him check request forms for 

conference travel reimbursements, etc. 

 

VIII. Technology and Communication Committee Report/Chair John Dutt – 

Nothing to report except that we need to figure out who will take over 

website, social media and electronic communications with John leaving 



 

 

the Board.  John, Emily and her 211info friends will get together to 

discuss 211info taking over these duties. 

 

IX. Training and Scholarship Committee Report/Chair Christina Marneris – 

10 conference scholarships were granted this year but 2 recipients 

ended up not being able to attend so 8 scholarships were funded, which 

we believe is the most ever.  We also funded a $500 grant to the 

NWAAA (Julie Johnson) to conduct a “Motivational Interviewing” 

training attended by 25 participants recently.  

 

X. Conference Planning Finishing Touches and tour – Final attendee total 

was 90ish with about 2/3 from Oregon, one from Montana and BC and 

the rest from the State of Washington.  Final assignments for room 

monitoring, tech setup, registration desk, etc. were made.  We 

discussed content of Paul’s spiels at the welcome reception and opening 

breakfast.  We ended the meeting with a tour of the facility. 

 

Next Meeting Date should be sometime in January but I will defer to Christina for 

details as I think we forgot to discuss and no date/time yet set? 

 


